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the city of port phillip respectfully acknowledges 
the yalukit wilam clan of the Boon wurrung.  

we pay our respect to their elders, both past and 
present. we acknowledge and uphold their 

continuing relationship to this land.

one of the great things 
about living in port phillip 
is the communal feel. in 
our latest community 
satisfaction survey, 91 per 
cent of those surveyed 
felt that port phillip is a 
fair, welcoming, inclusive 
and supportive city for everyone.

a big part of this is that people know their 
neighbours. i have lived in south Melbourne, 
elwood and now in Middle park, and have had 
great relationships with my neighbours. not just 
my immediate neighbours, but also those in the 
surrounding streets plus the shop keepers and 
staff in the local shopping centres. going to and 
from your car, walking to the shops, walking 
your dog or the kids playing on the nature strip 
all provide great opportunities to interact 
regularly with neighbours.

we have dedicated this issue of Divercity to 
neighbours in recognition of the important role 
they play in a happy community. neighbours can 
provide security, much needed social contact 
with the aged and those with young children, or 
just a friendly ‘hello’.

the street where i live in Middle park had a 
street party last December (organised by a 
couple of lovely neighbours) and we want to do 
it again this year. we were assisted by council in 
closing the road for a block, we played cricket 
and football, had a BBQ and a bouncy castle, we 
brought tables and chairs out onto the street. 
over 100 neighbours and friends joined in a fun 
day of sharing food and chatting while the kids 
played safely on the street. i would highly 
recommend it as a fun way to get to know your 
neighbours (see page 9 for more details).

i have also been a guest at linking neighbours, 
which links those over 55 at regular coffee 
mornings and other events. Many of the 
participants have made some good friends  
and benefited by sharing care of pets, 
information about services or transport to  
and from appointments.

so whether you need to borrow a shovel  
using the sharehood, help clean the beach  
or attend a local festival, check this edition of 
Divercity and get to know your neighbours  
and community.

Amanda Stevens 
Mayor, City of Port Phillip

from the Mayor
Message 

Here are some highlights of this 
year’s program.

Mayor’s Tea Dance 
seniors are invited to celebrate the 
launch of the festival at the Mayor’s tea 
Dance. this year’s theme is Rock’n’Roll 
and we are pleased to announce that the 
Victoria police rock band, code one, will 
play on the afternoon. so dress in your 
rock’n’roll dancewear and we’ll see you 
on the dance floor.

this is a free event, but bookings are 
essential. ticket entry only. 

to book, call assist on 9209 6777 or 
email rsvp@portphillip.vic.gov.au to 
receive your ticket.

Limited places available 
Monday 14 October, 2 pm – 4 pm 
St Kilda Town Hall 
Cnr Brighton Road and Carlisle 
Street, St Kilda

Port Phillip Seniors  
Festival Art Expo
all senior visual artists who work in the 
art forms of painting, drawing, ceramics 
and sculpture are invited to enter a 
favourite piece of work in our seniors 
festival art expo.

entries close 27 september 2013.

art groups are welcome to register as 
part of the art expo.

Launch – Thursday 17 October, 4 pm 
Open days – Friday 18 and Saturday  
19 October, 10 am – 4 pm 
Port Melbourne Town Hall,  
333 Bay Street, Port Melbourne

Port Phillip Writes Seniors’ 
Writing Awards  
‘Port Phillip Life’
turn on your computers, sharpen your 
pencils or fill up your ink pots and enter the 
seniors’ writing awards with a story, poem, 
non-fiction or memory of life in port phillip. 
all port phillip seniors are invited to enter in 
one, two or all three categories: fiction, poetry 
or fact. 

entries must be limited to 1000 words  
and may be submitted in languages other 
than english.

Entries close 2 September 
Award Ceremony, Sunday 20 October, 
3 pm 
St Kilda Library, Carlisle Street

Entry Forms 

call assist on 9209 6777 for any enquiries 
or to have entry forms sent to you. you can 
also download forms from www.portphillip.
vic.gov.au/seniors_festival.htm

Get ready for  
seniors festival

Port Phillip Seniors Festival is a week-long celebration that runs from  
14 – 20 October. It is a great opportunity for older people to get out and about, 
meet new people, try a new activity and have fun. 

City of Port Phillip  2013 Seniors Festival,  14 – 20 Octoberport phillip seniors festival 2013 program is 
available from your local town hall, library 

or community centres; it is also available on 
our website at www.portphillip.vic.gov.au/seniors_festival.htmcall assist on 9209 6777 for bookings,  to order a festival program or  for more information.

Ming tim yek at the 2012 
seniors festival art expo.  

entries close on 27 september 
for this year’s expo
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Practical support 
for refugees
the Brigidine asylum seekers 
project has put out an urgent call 
for practical assistance for refugees, 
including furniture, cleaning 
materials and food.

speaking at a refugee week event 
at st Kilda town hall, sister Brigid 
arthur said asylum seekers 
released into the community on 
bridging visas were not given any 
furniture or other household 
needs and must live on 89 per cent 
of newstart.

‘growing numbers of people will 
be living in limbo, in poverty, for an 
indefinite time,’ she said.

the project is stepping up efforts 
to provide practical support to 
asylum seekers. they are seeking 
donations of cash and food as well 
as good secondhand furniture and 
household items. Donors need to 
deliver the items to the refugees 
because the project doesn’t have 
the resources to store, sort  
or deliver.

DONATE AND HELP
  Brigidine asylum seekers 

project 9696 2107
 bssc@cyberspace.net.au
 www.basp.org.au

Food that is very welcome: 
eggs, sugar, rice, flour, salt, two 
minute noodles, cooking oil, tea 
and coffee, long life milk, tuna, 
canned tomatoes, canned fruit, 
spaghetti or other pasta, chick 
peas, canned beans.  
also needed: household cleaning 
materials, dishwashing detergents 
and toilet paper.

port phillip councillors have unanimously resolved to support the anti-racism campaign, 
racisM. it stops with Me, which is part of the national anti-racism strategy, an initiative 
of the australian human rights commission.

racism continues to occur in australia despite cultural diversity being central to our national 
identity.  a recent survey conducted by Vichealth with people from culturally and linguistically 
diverse backgrounds found that almost two-thirds had been the target of racism in the past 
year, with nearly half reporting they had experienced six or more incidents a year. 

RACISM. IT STOPS WITH ME
  for information about council action, contact cristina Del frate on 9209 6385.
  itstopswithme.humanrights.gov.au

Mayor cr amanda stevens and planning Minister 
Matthew guy recently joined Victorian contestants 
Bec and george for a tour of the transformed 
former motel in south Melbourne. cr stevens was 
at The Block to see its 8 star rated features with 
architect Julian Brenchley. the reality tV show 
introduced sustainable practices including toilets 
flushing from rainwater tanks, solar hot water, an 
external skin to the building to reduce heat gain 
and heat loss, recycled building materials, and low 
Voc paints throughout.

'council is a big advocate for sustainable design and 
building. The Block shows that sustainable design is 
achievable in medium to high density areas with 
multiple dwellings. it’s great to see shows like The 
Block bringing this topic into the public eye – it 
highlights that everybody can do their bit, whether 
renovating an existing building or building from 
scratch,' said Mayor cr amanda stevens.

council is currently proposing to include an 
environmentally efficient Design (eeD) local 
planning policy into the port phillip planning scheme 
through amendment c97.

Council budget 
highlights 

the 2013/14 council budget includes an 
additional $6 million for infrastructure, 
bringing capital works spending to over 
$29 million, which includes $13.4 million 
for roads, $11 million for buildings and 
$4 million for parks and open spaces.

this includes continuation of major 
capital projects such as the liardet street 
family and children’s centre, and 
significant facilities upgrades at 
northport oval, emerald hill library and 
heritage centre, gasworks arts park 
and alma park.

there is $4.36 million to adapt to climate 
change and a further $1.43 million will be 
spent on better drainage.

council is supporting 80 local projects 
across 57 organisations through its 
annual cultural and community 
Development grants by awarding a total 
of $387,175.

the budget includes a rate increase of 
4.5 per cent, which is below the Victorian 
metropolitan council average of  
4.9 per cent.

StarS go  
Skyhigh  
at the Block

it's not all tempers,  tantrums and tears at  The Block – behind the showbiz  The Block Skyhigh has an 8 star environmental rating.  pictured are contestants george  and Bec with planning Minister Matthew guy and Mayor  cr amanda stevens. 
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Information, requests, 
questions or feedback
telephone  03 9209 6777 
fax  03 9536 2722 
sMs  0432 005 405

email  assist@portphillip.vic.gov.au 
internet  eservices.portphillip.vic.gov.au

if you are deaf, hearing or speech impaired 
please use the national relay service  
(www.relayservice.com.au).

tty users can call 133 677, then ask for 
assist – port phillip – 03 9209 6777

speak and listen users can call 1300 555 727, 
then ask for assist – port phillip –  
03 9209 6777

or visit assist in person 
Monday – friday, 8.30 am – 5 pm

st Kilda town hall  
99a carlisle street, st Kilda

south Melbourne town hall 
208 – 220 Bank street, south Melbourne

port Melbourne town hall 
333 Bay street, port Melbourne

Translations
for a translation please call the council’s 
interpreter service:

Editor: greg Day gday@edunity.com.au
Next deadline: 23 august for october/ 
november
Writers: reece Marks, Kathryn Mcgrath  
and greg Day.   
thanks to sandra goldbloom Zurbo.
Design and Production: 
Mediation communications
Feedback: divercity@portphillip.vic.gov.au
Divercity is printed on recycled paper

August/September 2013

audio recordings of Divercity are available 
on the council’s website and on cD from a 
port phillip library. cDs are delivered to 
200 vision-impaired residents every issue.
Information included in this magazine is accurate at the 
time of publishing but may be subject to change.

contacts
council 

DiVercity 69

Language assistance 

  9679 9810 

Ελληνικά  9679 9811 
Polska  

Россию  9679 9813 
Other languages 9679 9814

  

9679 9812 

廣東話
普通話 9679 9858

each wednesday afternoon, a group of women from across Melbourne come together at 
elwood neighbourhood house to talk and craft. the group, called sisterworks, is 
coordinated by luz, a colombian with an infectious enthusiasm for the women involved and 
the work she is doing.

‘as migrants and refugees, the women can feel isolated and stressed. they can be low in 
self-esteem and feel shy when they have to speak english,’ luz explains.

the aim of the group is to connect the women to the community and make them feel 
welcome, as well as teaching them skills in craft and social enterprise.

women in the current group come from Burundi, rwanda,  afghanistan, iraq and tibet.  
when Divercity visited the house, lhakpa was busy on the sewing machine, hamida had her 
knitting out and Maria was working on a woven bowl.  

luz says, ‘we are always looking for opportunities, for places to sell the handicrafts, such as 
pop up shops and markets, or at private events such as annual general meetings or 
company lunches.’

if you are an avid crafter, designer or maker, volunteer to teach skills, donate materials such 
as beads, wool and fabric, or help with english conversation.

CONNECT WITH SISTERWORKS 
  luz@sisterworks.org.au 
   facebook search for sisterworksinc

Sisters in 
sewing
Maria and Saida

 

Neighbourhood weather watch 
council is trialling a new community 
weather ready program that brings 
neighbours together at street or block 
parties or barbeques, to get to know 
one another while learning how to  
be better prepared for floods, storms 
or heatwaves. 

over a beer or cuppa, neighbours will 
share stories and build links about 
how to support themselves and each 
other in case of flood, heatwave or 
hailstorm.  this may be simple as 

seeing that your elderly neighbour is oK 
or checking on a neighbour’s property for 
them during extreme weather.

how streets and apartment blocks choose 
to network as neighbours is entirely up to 
each group.  the aim is to build local 
connections and neighbour networks that 
build support. 

BE READY TOGETHER
 sustainable programs 9209 6548   
 enviro@portphillip.vic.gov.au
 www.enviroehub.com.au
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Access to eat streets
The Accessible Dining Guide 2013 (Bay Street 
and Fitzroy Street) is now available. the pilot 
guide will help people of all abilities to feel 
welcome when they visit port phillip and to 
feel that they can enjoy the wide range of 
culinary experiences on offer. 

the guide lists access information about 
participating eateries in Bay street port 
Melbourne and fitzroy street st Kilda. the 
information provided will help diners to 
select a venue that suits their individual 
requirements.  a range of access issues have 
been considered, including access to the main 
entry (are there steps?), furniture (is the 
seating stools or seats with backs?), lighting 
(direct or mood lighting?), noise (is there 
loud background music playing?). this 
information will be useful for all members of 
the community, including those with poor 
hearing, low vision and difficulty 
communicating.

The Accessible Dining Guide 2013, a pilot 
project led by the port phillip Metro  
access program, can be found at  
www.portphillip.vic.gov.au/diningguide.htm

Access Plan launched
the city of port phillip is committed to 
equitable inclusion and dignified access to all 
of its services, programs, premises, 
employment and communication systems for 
all residents and visitors. 

council has adopted the Disability Policy and 
the Social Justice Charter in support of its 
belief that ‘all citizens have the right to 
participate in community life without 
barriers’, and to support the creation of ‘a 
sense of community in order to make our 
city a better place for all’.

the Access Plan describes council’s strategic 
directions and key objectives to improve 
access and inclusion over the next five years.

the Access Plan, which was launched  
in July, is available at  
www.portphillip.vic.gov.au/access_plan.htm  
a hard copy is available by request, or from 
assist counters and libraries.

ACCESS ON  
THE MENu –  
IN MORE WAYS 
THAN ONE
There’s a lot happening to make Port 
Phillip more accessible and inclusive. 
From getting a fair go to getting a 
cuppa, everyone’s invited to participate.

 

Bottle dress  
is 
found on the streets of  
st Kilda and modeled on 
cleopatra, this dress made 
from bottle tops and recycled 
materials was the popular 
winner at the creative 
sustainability exhibition 
launched on world environment 
Day. created by 84 year old  
st Kilda local Margaret wells, the 
dress grew out of a collection of 
brightly coloured bottle tops 
found on st Kilda streets. ‘they 
were rubbish but i liked them,' 
Margaret told Divercity. the  
dress took many months to 
perfect before granddaughter 
Bridie o'leary modeled it at  
the exhibition.
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Join our Access Network
in support of our commitment to accessability and inclusion, council is recruiting a network of 
interested community members to provide feedback on access issues.

when you join the city of port phillip access network (coppan), we will ask you to indicate 
which council activities you are interested in. when we are consulting on those topics, council 
will invite you to provide feedback.

During consultation we will engage with you using your preferred method: email, traditional 
mail, group meetings or individual conversation.

it’s easy to join. if you are interested in being part of this network, contact us by email at 
access@portphillp.vic.gov.au, or write to:  access network, Diversity & ageing, private Bag 3 
po st Kilda, Victoria 3182. www.portphillip.vic.gov.au/coppan.htm

www.portphillip.vic.gov.au

photo: chris franklin



Also try …
The Food Trail
a new series of excursions to learn 
about local food and sustainable 
farming.

Beach cleanups
collect rubbish on beaches with other 
locals www.beachpatrol.com.au  

Convivial kitchen
get together at the ecocentre to 
share seasonal recipes, preserving and 
cooking skills for self-reliance. 

Community resilience 
mapping
would you like to take part in creating 
a new map of port phillip? we’re 
developing our handmade maps of 
community sustainability locations into 
an online map. 

for more info, visit 
transitiontownportphillip.groupsite.com

TAlking green  
AT The 
grosvenor
helen pritchard from transition port 
phillip says that a great mix of people 
attend eco Drinks, a social evening for 
locals and neighbours to connect 
about all things to do with the 
community and the environment. 
helen says, ‘there are a few regulars, 
along with local neighbours involved in 
particular projects, who are there to 
discuss what they are doing.’

Drop by to meet some like-minded 
people and share your ideas. 

email transitiontownportphillip@
gmail.com for more information.

Thursday 29 August and Thursday 
26 September 
Grosvenor Hotel, Brighton Road, 
St Kilda East

Sharing an interest

Finding common ground through having a 

shared interest is how these local residents 

have become involved in their local community. 

From a shared compost bin to a chat over drinks, 

Divercity highlights some ways you too can  

get involved.

Everyone needs good  neighbours…

Common  
compost creates 
community
are your potato peelings, apple cores and broccoli 
stalks going straight in the bin? the community 
compost bins in Dawkins reserve, elwood, will take 
them. resident graeme godsman is committed to 
maintaining the bins and keeping the compost fresh. ‘i 

come down here every day and make sure the 
bins are oK. the other day some women came by 
to get some compost for their tiny garden. i 
helped them and mentioned that they are 
welcome at any time to deposit their vegetable 
scraps and take away compost from the bins.’

graeme would love some more volunteers to 
help out with monitoring the bins and for 
people to take away some compost for their 
gardens. ‘the bins are getting pretty full, and the 
end of winter is the perfect time to add some 
extra compost to the garden.’

 0429 976 233 
Dawkins reserve, corner Broadway and 
Milton street, elwood

FunDing For 

loCAl projeCTs

small poppy neighbourhood grants support 

new projects that make a positive impact on 

our neighbourhood. funded projects include 

the community compost bin, community 

gardens and a petanque field. 

Do you have a good neighbourhood  

project idea? speak to the community 

partnerships officer on 9209 6838 or 

email smallpoppy@portphillip.vic.gov.au to 

get the ball rolling.

6

resident graeme godsman 
loves compost.
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The good, the bad 
  and the neighbourly
According to the popular soapy theme, everybody needs 
good neighbours. But sometimes disagreements can 
really get on our nerves.

Barking dogs, trespassing cats, noise and rubbish were the top 
complaints about neighbours made to council last year. here are 
some suggestions for preventing and managing neighbourhood 
disputes before things get frosty.

•  Get to know your neighbour.
•   Consult with your neighbour before you take any action that 

may have an impact on them.
•   Take your neighbours’ concerns seriously, even if they seem 

like small issues to you.
•   When people feel heard, it is easier to work through a 

problem.
•   Don’t assume that the other person knows there is a problem 

– often they don’t.
•   Discuss your approach with friends or family – they may have 

some useful ideas.
•   Make an attempt to talk with or write to your neighbour 

before involving authorities or other agencies.
•   Remember to focus on the problem, not the person.
•   Work on what you can change, not what you can’t.
•   Ask for help, seek advice.

Source: Conflict Resolution Centre, Canberra

Also try …
There are lots of ways to use the web to share your stuff.

The sharehood 
sam from richardson street, Middle park, used the sharehood website 
to borrow a shovel. ‘we didn’t have one at home so i added my profile 
to the website, and found someone nearby who had one. it was really 
easy. i just went around and picked it up.’ he’s also been to a couple of 
sharehood events, where he got to see beekeeping in action and pick up 
some seeds to plant in the garden.

find out how you can get sharing in your neighbourhood by visiting 
www.thesharehood.org

The lemon Tree project 
plant a lemon tree in a common area and share the produce with your 
neighbours. the lemon tree project gave away 500 trees in June and is 
planning some community sites in port phillip.  
to get involved, visit www.thelemontreeproject.com

Car next Door
Make use of your car when you’re not driving it by sharing it with your 
neighbours. see how at www.carnextdoor.com.au

landshare
landshare connects landowners with gardeners to make the best use of 
spare land. go to www.landshareaustralia.com.au to find out how.

Everyone needs good  neighbours…
st kilda Mums
From a front porch in Balaclava to a 300 square metre warehouse in St Kilda,  
St Kilda Mums has rehoused thousands of baby items to new mothers. The 
organisation collects, cleans and checks items that op shops and other charities 
cannot accept. 

their new location has put them right in the thick of it in st Kilda. committee member Maya 
Donevska says, ‘the goods we collect go to gatehouse [around the corner in greeves street] 
for women at risk who use their services. some of our packages go to st Kilda youth service 
(sKys) as well, which is not far away.’ one young mother, who once was a recipient of goods 
from st Kilda Mums through sKys, is a donor of goods now that her children have grown up. 
‘it’s a really nice way for the local community to join together and help each other,’ says Maya.

case workers from organisations such as the australian red cross also come to pick up vans 
full of baby gear for their clients.

the group has regular donation times, and accepts a range of clean baby and toddler items. 
check the website at www.stkildamums.org for a full list. 

to enquire about donating or joining the volunteer team, email donate@stkildamums.org

Share your stuffgoing next door for a cup of sugar might be so last century, but these innovative new projects are helping communities to connect and share things – from lawnmowers to lemons.

st Kilda Mums committee member 
peta with a carefully selected pack 
of baby blankets and clothes for a 
new mother in need.



Local festivals
Local festivals are a great way to connect neighbours and 
residents. 

the recent garden party-themed festival in port Melbourne featured 
local musicians, jumping castles, an animal nursery and face painting.  
the highlight was the flower pot parade, for which residents decorated 
a pot to show their version of their neighbourhood. 

port Melbourne neighbourhood house is looking for interested 
residents to share their ideas for the 2014 festival.

  9645 1476 
  www.pmnh.org.au

peT MATes Are 
gooD MATes
During 2013, south port Day links (spDl), 
popularly known as Daylinks, is celebrating  
25 years of service to the local community. 
Daylinks’ mission is to help people remain in 
their homes by assisting them with their pets and 
gardens, and by providing transport to activities.

Daylinks volunteers, clients, supporters and 
donors are invited to attend a high tea at port 
Melbourne town hall on 5 october to celebrate 
this achievement.

 9646 6362 
 www.spdl.org.au

elwooD’s goT TAlenT 
Join in elwood’s got talent open mic nights at the elwood sailing club.  
the next events will be held on thursdays 15 august and 19 september at  
8 pm. Join the mailing list at lisshaw@iprimus.com.au or call lis on  
0430 074 871. 

Try local 

venues
enjoy a night of 

entertainment with 

people from your ’hood 

at some of port phillip’s 

most popular venues.

Volunteer Don would come 
around to see ray and take 
ray’s dog abby out for a 
run. nowadays, ray and his 
wife live in a nursing home, 
but Don is still walking 
abby at his new home.
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Telling Tales
Felix Tales brings together some of australia’s best storytellers, 
telling true tales around a theme. 

Martin Dunlop (left) tells tales at the felix Bar.

The Felix Bar, 11 Fitzroy Street,  St Kilda 
Second Thursday of every month, 8 pm. Free entry.



opening doors 
to neighbours
Jonathan Zhou, from alma food store, 
recently visited the Jewish Museum of 
australia after being situated diagonally 
opposite for over 10 years. having always 
intended to go, chinese-born Zhou 
eventually visited with three chinese 
exchange students who assisted him with 
translating the exhibits. originally from 
shanghai, Mr Zhou was touched by the 
exhibit, Calling Australia Home, and in 
particular, the story of Jewish refugees 
from europe who sought refuge in 
shanghai during the second world war. he remembers that, as a boy, 
he lived among russian Jews there. Mr Zhou said he loved visiting the museum, and 
wished he hadn’t waited so long to do so.

ship ahoy  
in port
a team of port Melbourne residents has worked with 
inner south community health service and other 
agencies to conduct an innovative community survey to 
find out what people like best about port Melbourne. 
from the 227 interviews, they found that people’s 
favourite things about port were the beach and the bay, 
the people and its community, proximity to the city, the 
parks and open spaces.

they also uncovered some ideas to make community 
life better, including improving access to health services, 
more opportunities to be physically active, support for 
good mental health and helping people get to know 
their neighbours and others in the community. they also 
found concern in the community about the impact of 
housing development in the area.

over the next few months, small groups of people – 
port Melbourne residents and people who work for 
social health and inclusion port (ship) partner agencies 
– will be working together to develop action plans to 
address issues that emerged from the survey. 

anyone who wants to contribute to creating a healthier 
port Melbourne is welcome to get involved. 

SOCIAL HEALTH AND INCLuSION IN PORT 
(SHIP)
  shelley rossiter 9525 1300
  ship@ischs.org.au
   www.ischs.org.au/your-wellbeing/ship/

reaDer offer: inspired by Mr Zhou’s visit, the museum has decided to extend an invitation to neighbours in the area to visit free on a special late night opening for neighbours.  simply bring in a copy of this article, or mention it to the Museum’s front of house staff for free entry.Thursday 29 August, 5 – 9 pm Jewish Museum of Australia 26 Alma Road, St Kilda 

Linked for living
wouldn’t it be amazing if 
people over 55 could get 
to know more people in 
the community and 
support each other to live 
life to the fullest? port 
phillip’s unique linking 
neighbours program is 
helping the over 55s to do 
just that.

Divercity recently met 
some of the linking 
neighbours participants at 
one of their regular coffee 
mornings. 

‘Because we know each 
other we can share information and help out in simple 
ways.’ that might mean looking after a pet if someone is 
in hospital or joining them on a trip to the doctor.

Most said linking neighbours had made them more aware of council 
services. ‘only through chatting over coffee did we learn about the council 
service that can change light globes and smoke alarm batteries.’

linking neighbours organises coffee gatherings, bus trips and other events 
to bring people together.

to find out what’s coming up and get more information, call Michael wood 
via assist on 9209 6777.

sTreeT pArTies contact the port phillip community group to get 
help with your next street party. the ppcg can 
help you with road closures and public liability 
insurance, and can suggest creative ideas to help 
make your event a success. they also have a BBQ 
they can lend to you for free. Visit www.ppcg.org.au 
or call anthea 9525 8746. 9

Keen to link: isabel 
and fred caldwell, 
ron carter,  
Val palmer and  
Maree chalmers
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Solar-powered community effort

rays of sunshine: (left to right) Deb cox,  ann Birrell and chloe tayler discuss installing solar panels 
on the roof of the south Melbourne Market.

SOuTH MELBOuRNE: local environment group liVe is seeking to install up to  
1000 solar panels on the south Melbourne Market roof. panels can be acquired by 
members of the public who cannot have solar panels on their property or those who do 
but would like to have more. liVe says the market has the equivalent solar roof space of 
150 homes. Keep an eye out for volunteers who are at the market to discuss the project 
or visit www.live.org.au/live-community-power

Approval for heritage overlays
PORT MELBOuRNE: Victorian Minister for planning Matthew guy has approved 
amendment c89 to the port phillip planning scheme. amendment c89 updates heritage 
recognition to properties throughout the municipality. this includes extending heritage 
recognition to an additional 244 properties and to the turner reserve, introducing two 
new individual heritage overlays for the port Melbourne cricket ground and edwards 
park, and recognising and protecting trees along the port Melbourne light rail reserve.  
to learn more about the amendment, visit www.portphillip.vic.gov.au/amendment-c89.htm

Enviro hub steers 
composting in the 
right direction
ST KILDA: the ecocentre is 
the proud owner of a new 
monster composter. the facility, 
which is the first of its kind in 
australia, has been fashioned 
from food-grade storage bins 
that once housed powdered 
milk. old ships’ helms are used 
to turn over the compost. 
local businesses, such as idibidi 
and cicciolina, are contributing 
food waste to the composter 
on a regular basis. if you would 
like to make a contribution or 
get involved, contact the 
ecocentre on 9534 0670 or 
email info@ecocentre.com

news
neighBourhooD

Cr Amanda Stevens, Mayor
alBert parK
Bh:  9209 6431
M:  0481 034 029
e: mayor@portphillip.vic.gov.au

Cr Serge Thomann, Deputy Mayor
catani
Bh:  9209 6705
M:  0432 299 372
e: sthomann@portphillip.vic.gov.au

Cr Vanessa Huxley
carlisle
Bh:  9209 6705
M:    0406 890 739 
e: vhuxley@portphillip.vic.gov.au

Cr Anita Horvath
eMeralD hill
Bh:  9209 6705
M:  0438 906 161
e: ahorvath@portphillip.vic.gov.au

Cr Andrew Bond
Junction
Bh:  9209 6705
M:  0481 034 028
e: abond@portphillip.vic.gov.au

Cr Jane Touzeau
point orMonD
Bh:  9209 6705
M:    0432 287 634
e: jtouzeau@portphillip.vic.gov.au

Cr Bernadene Voss 
sanDriDge
Bh:  9209 6705
M:  0413 246 704
e: bvoss@portphillip.vic.gov.au

Direct all enquiries for councillors during office hours 
to the Mayor and councillors’ office
Mayor:   tel: 9209 6431  

Barbara wilson, Mayoral exec. assistant
 fax: 9536 2711
councillors:   tel: 9209 6705  

Mary Baensch, councillors’ support officer
 fax: 9536 2708
all councillors, email: councillors@portphillip.vic.gov.au
postal address: city of port phillip, private Bag no. 3, 
po st Kilda Vic 3182

councillors

for all general enquires, contact assist 9209 6777

contacts
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Take a walk through a literary past
ST KILDA: Join friends of st Kilda cemetery on their end of winter 
tour on sunday 25 august at 2 pm. hear about anarchy and rage,  
court cases, libel, snobbery and scandal in the world of literature in  
19th century Victoria. graves visited include some of Melbourne’s 
best-known and eccentric booksellers, as well as those of pioneering 
authors and historians. Meet at the main gates on Dandenong road. 
Members $5; non-members $10. Bookings required. call 9531 6832 or 
visit www.foskc.org

Local historical group celebrates milestone
PORT MELBOuRNE: port Melbourne historical and preservation 
society (pMhps) will celebrate 20 years since its inception at its 
annual general meeting on Monday 26 august at 7.30 pm. professor 
Miles lewis will be present to discuss traditional Building and national 
identity. Visitors are welcome but spaces are limited. to book, call  
9646 9360. pMhps recently launched The Borough and Its People:  
Port Melbourne 1839 – 1939, which chronicles port Melbourne’s first 
100 years since the arrival of white settlers. contact pMhps for more 
information about obtaining a copy.

Mission to put wheels in motion

on the move: peter and catherine from sacred heart Mission try out the new 
bikes. pic: Bec walton.

ST KILDA: to help the environment, sacred heart Mission is going 
about on two wheels. the Mission recently received a donation of two 
1900s european-style bikes from classic Bicycles on grey street. the 
bikes, which will be used by employees to commute short distances, 
will be stored in a shed launched last october. the facility was built 
with funds raised by volunteers from the annual super tuesday bicycle 
count, which provides information to councils on rider statistics and 
routes throughout australia.

Shop to support local school
ELWOOD: the next elwood primary school community Markets 
will be held on saturdays 3 august and 7 september from 9 am –  
1 pm. on sale will be goodies that include plants, jewellery, pastries, 
fruit and vegetables, trash and treasure and clothes. there will be 
children’s amusements, a barbecue and barista coffee. the market helps 
to raise funds for elwood primary school.

Give the canal a spring clean
ELWOOD: Join the team at 10 am on sundays 11 august and  
15 september as they clean up elwood canal and help keep our 
marine life safe from litter. Meet by the glenhuntly road bridge. Bring 
gloves and a couple of bags (one for recyclables).

Tide coming in for poetry prize
ST KILDA: the ecocentre is holding poetry readings on sunday  
22 september at 2 pm as part of the 2013 elwood poetry prize.  
prizes will be awarded to winners on the day. this year’s theme is tide. 
entries close on friday 23 august. entry is open to anyone who is an 
adult or student resident in the city of port phillip. entry forms are 
available via assist on 9209 6777 or from  
www.ecocentre.com (go to the programs/schools tag and click on the 
arts and social hub link in the drop down menu).

Jazz evening with a Commons touch

in need of a new venue:  with the impending closure of the commons at the 
end of august, popular enterprises such as Back2Bikes and let Me Be frank 
café are looking for a new home. it is hoped that a similar central hub can be 
found so that the common’s current programs can be kept in one location.

SOuTH MELBOuRNE: help south Melbourne commons say 
goodbye to its current premises in style with a charity fundraiser 
dance on saturday 10 august.  the dance – themed Swing High, Swing 
Low, Swing Go – will be headlined by Michael McQuaid’s red hot 
rhythmmakers. Doors open at 7 pm; swing dance lessons begin at  
8 pm. tickets are $70 general and $50 members/concession. proceeds 
go towards securing a new address for the commons. Visit  
www.commons.org.au to book.

France meets Melbourne in Port Phillip
ST KILDA: Magnifique! alliance française de Melbourne is holding an 
open day on saturday 14 september from 10 am – 4 pm. the event 
will be a chance to explore everything this cultural hub has to offer: 
french language courses, movie nights, concerts, exhibitions, cooking 
workshops, multimedia library and secondhand french books for sale. 
alliance is located at 51 grey street. Visit www.afmelbourne.com.au 
for more information.

This game’s quite the catch
ALBERT PARK: ultimate frisbee, an action-packed sport that 
combines elements of soccer, netball and american football, is here in 
albert park. Divisions 1 and 2 play on Monday nights on hockey 
Drive; social league, with free beginner coaching, is on wednesday 
nights on aughtie Drive. Both nights have a 7 pm start.  albert park’s 
ultimate frisbee league receives support from local small business 
andrews hamburgers, which includes uniform sponsorship for the 
Victorian Mixed ultimate frisbee team, super nova. to learn more or 
to register your interest in playing, visit www.ultimatevictoria.com.au 
or check it out at one of the fields.
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Groove on to raise funds
ST KILDA: chill out and enjoy some tunes at the elwood college 
fundraiser, cool night out. run by the elwood college parents 
association, the evening will feature ross wilson and the peaceniks, 
and elwood unearthed. friday 9 august from 7 pm at riva,  
42B Marine parade. cost is $30; the event is licensed (18+ only). email 
coolnightout@gmail.com or call 0402 101 572 for more information.

Market Week is coming

 

Children’s favourites
In the last edition we asked our youngest readers to 
nominate their favourite parks in Port Phillip. Here is a 
snapshot of their comments:

‘We like Alma Park because it 
has a really fun flying fox and 
monkey bars. It has a path 
through the middle that is 
good for riding bikes, 
skateboards and scooters on, 
and it has an oval so we can 
play soccer with Dad.’  
Olivia (9) and Jack (6)

‘Nothing can beat the 
fabulous St Kilda Adventure 
Playground, from going on the 
flying fox and crashing into 
the mats, the trampolines, the 
wild billy cart, climbing up to 
the aeroplane, sliding down 
the metal half pipe at the 
back.’ Kalai

‘My favourite park is the 
Dragon Park because there is 
a flying fox and a slide that 
babies as well as big kids can 
go on. My house is close to it 
and you can have a picnic at 
the park. If you go to Port 
Melbourne Primary School, 
you can walk to the Dragon 
Park.’ Ashlyn (6)

‘Wooden Park near Middle 
Park Tennis Club because it’s 
old fashioned (wood) and it’s 
adventurous to play on and 
has great hiding places for 
hide and seek.’ Lachlan

‘The Albert Park foreshore swings 
are the best because my two 
brothers, my sister and I love to 
climb on the big swing and my 
dad pushes us. We love feeling 
the sand in our feet and my baby 
brother loves sliding down the 
small slide and putting sand 
everywhere.’ Zoe (9), in 
consultation with her 
siblings Alex (10), Olivia (7) 
and from the observations 
Lukas (2)

Jacoby Reserve in Cowderoy 
street 
Is our favourite playground spot 
With swings, slides, and forts 
Plus trees for shade if it gets hot.
It has puzzles, a ping pong table
And space for kids to roam,
And comfy seats for mummy and 
daddy
Making it a home away from 
home.
thanks. love that playground. 
Gerry, Kim and (little)  
Max O’Brien 

‘The St Kilda Botanical Gardens.  
A visit isn’t complete without a 
visit to our friends the goldfish. 
Big waves to the proprietorial 
white duck on the pond.’  
The Taylor family

SOuTH MELBOuRNE: the 
Market has a special Market week 
program (saturday 7 september – 
sunday 15 september) with 
cooking demonstrations, classes 

and tastings, gourmet guided tours, 
kids craft and face painting, live 

music, installation art and tasty events 
including the great Dim sim giveaway. 

Most activities are free.

Join Madeleine grummet (Do re Me creative) and Madeleine stamer 
(little circus Design) in home is where the art is, a free drop-in 
workshop where you can help design and build a funky house in the 
so:Me space. use your imagination and get hands-on in this 
collaborative construction. sunday 11 august, 10 am – 2 pm.  all 
materials provided, no prior skills necessary.

the so:Me space is also showing a collection of colour: everyday 
objects installation, featuring a collection of market retailers’ everyday 
objects that show the effect that colour can have on emotion. free 
entry at stall 226 on wednesdays, fridays, saturdays and sundays from 
friday 2 august – saturday 31 august, 8 am – 4 pm.

Drama series on display
RIPPONLEA: rippon lea house 
& gardens is to showcase costumes 
from aBc tV’s Miss Fisher’s Murder 
Mysteries. saturday 7 september   
sunday 27 october, 10 am – 5 pm. 
tickets adult $15, concession  
$12, child $9 and family $35  
(two adults, two children).

rippon lea house is also throwing 
a 1920s-inspired tea dance. Join 
them on sunday 22 september, 2 pm 
–  5 pm at 192 hotham street, 
elsternwick for a traditional high tea 
and dance with a five piece band. 
tickets are $60 for adults, $50 for 
concession holders and national 
trust Members. for more 
information and to book, visit  
www.ripponleaestate.com.au or call 9656 9804.

Vote for your 

favourite trader

Vote at the market or by visiting 

www.marketsofmelbourne.com.au 

before friday 23 august.  

all voters go in the draw to win  

a $200 voucher to spend  

at the market.
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inBrief
Community training calendar
since the beginning of 2013, council has hosted 
eight community training workshops on the 
following topics: community leadership training, 
successful grant writing, governance and 
workforce capability frameworks, recruitment 
and retention of Volunteers, and the new 
associations act. through these opportunities, 
over 180 locally based organisations have 
networked, shared ideas and learnt new skills. to 
see what we have planned for the future, visit 
portphillip.vic.gov.au/community_training.htm or 
email communitytraining@portphillip.vic.gov.au 

Stuck Pigs get  
Theatre Works squealing

theatre works and sassy red productions 
present a stuck pigs squealing production, night 
maybe.

stuck pigs squealing has an international 
reputation for creating memorable theatre. night 
maybe is a funny, vicious and disturbing freefall 
through the subconscious. 

thursday 15 august – sunday 1 september 
tuesday – saturday 8 pm, sunday 5 pm 
previews: thursday 15 and friday 16 august

tickets $30 full / $25 conc & groups of  
8+ / $20 preview and tuesday shows

theatre works, 14 acland street, st Kilda 
www.theatreworks.org.au 9534 3388

Final film screening at the 
Commons
in conjunction with transition port phillip, south 
Melbourne commons is holding a film night 
featuring The Man Who Stopped the Desert, which 
documents a successful community response to 
desertification. 

thursday 15 august, 7 pm 
entry $10 at the door.

south Melbourne commons 
corner Bank and Montague streets 
south Melbourne 
www.commons.org.au

Fire Services Property Levy 
added to council rate notices
from 1 July all Victorian councils will collect the 
fire services property levy (fspl) via our rates 
notice on behalf of state government. the fire 
services property levy is replacing the fire 
services levy, which was previously charged on 
insurance premiums.

the new property-based model will ensure  
that all property owners make a contribution  
to state government funding of Victoria’s  
fire services.

all current methods available for payment of 
council rates will apply on the fspl. you will find 
all available payment options on your 2013/14 
annual rate notice.

a fire services property levy rebate of $50 
will automatically be applied to all beneficiaries 
who are eligible to receive a pensioner 
concession on their municipal rates and charges.

for more information, visit  
www.firelevy.vic.gov.au, or contact your 
insurance company, or contact the fire services 
property levy Monitor on 1300 300 635 or 
www.firelevymonitor.vic.gov.au if you have any 
queries that relate to the fspl on your 
insurance premium.

the fire services property levy is collected on 
behalf of state government to support Victoria’s 
fire services and does not form part of council 
revenue.

Acknowledgement of  
Mr Avram Zeleznikow
the Mayor, 
councillors and 
members of the 
older persons 
consultative 
committee 
offer their 
condolences on 
the death of  
Mr avram 
Zeleznikow and 
acknowledge his 
contribution to 
the city.

avram, a 
holocaust 
survivor, was 
well known in port phillip for establishing, with 
his wife Masha, scheherazade restaurant on 
acland street. the restaurant was a popular 
meeting place for many people, including, among 
others, Jews from across Melbourne, artists and 
writers, and other holocaust survivors.

avram was a founding member of the older 
persons consultative committee (opcc), 
which was established in 2000 as a component 
of council’s response to 1999’s international 
year of the older person.  avram was an active 
member of the opcc and was a great 
representative for the Jewish community on  
the committee. his contribution will be  
sadly missed.ANAM Events

Paul Dean, Clarinet

paul Dean is artistic 
Director of the 
australian national 
academy of Music 
(anaM). program 
features stravinsky and 
Dvorak. 
27 september, 11 am 
south Melbourne town hall 
210 Bank street, south Melbourne  
tickets $25

Jeroen Berwaerts, trumpet

Belgian trumpeter Jeroen Berwaerts’ repertoire 
covers baroque to jazz. program includes 
takemitsu’s Signals from Heaven and rautavaara’s 
Playgrounds for Angels.

13 september, 7 pm 
south Melbourne town hall 
210 Bank street, south Melbourne  
tickets full $55 / seniors $40 / concession $30

St Silas Sundays

anaM continues its relationship with the  
st silas community in 2013 through its series of 
sunday afternoon concerts. this one features 
anaM student alexina hawkins on viola. 

15 september, 2.30 pm 
st silas anglican church 
9 Bridport street,  albert park 
tickets full $24.70 / concession $14.70

www.anam.com.au

Have your say
a range of current, 
new and ongoing 
consultations on 
key council 
projects will be 
underway during 
august and september. 

to help shape youth 
services in port phillip, 
share your thoughts about what you think 
is missing for young people.

council, through the home and community 
care program (hacc), provides support 
services to assist members of our community 
to remain as independent as possible in their 
own homes. we are running a survey of 
people who identify as gay, lesbian, bisexual, 
transgender or intersex (glBti) in order to 
understand and meet these needs. 

council wants your ideas about reserves and 
parks throughout port phillip. your feedback 
will help shape plans for future upgrades to 
parks and reserves.

to find out more and have your say online, 
visit www.portphillip.vic.gov.au/haveyoursay  

register to stay in touch about current and 
upcoming consultations via regular email 
bulletins, and to take part in discussion 
forums and surveys. 

photo: Jeff Busby
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inBriefaBility
sustain

Skills for bike riders
Defensive bike riding course  
learn tactical and control skills to 
prevent conflicts or crashes when 
negotiating with traffic. you will also 
increase rider knowledge, learn road 
rules, how to recognise hazards and how 
to choose the most appropriate route.

saturday 7 september, 8.30 am –  
4.30 pm st Kilda

Bike Maintenance – Fixing a flat 
learn how to fix a punctured tyre with 
Back2Bikes.

sunday 25 august, 10 am – 1 pm  
south Melbourne commons

Get ready for the Garage 
Sale Trail
the garage sale trail is happening again 
on saturday october 26.  around 
australia, households, streets, makers & 
creators, local businesses, schools, 
charities and community groups will hold 
garage sales on the same day.  it’s all 
about reducing waste to landfill, boosting 
community connections, inspiring 
creativity and stimulating local 
economies. start talking to your 
neighbours about organising your street’s 
garage sale.

 getinvolved.garagesaletrail.com.au

Get in quick for Carbon Cut
pensioners and health care card holders, 
get your home retrofitted with free 
energy and water saving products.  
But get in quick! this is limited to  
100 households.

Positive Charge
get free, trusted and tailored advice on 
solar power, and great deals on energy 
saving products and electric bicycles.  
sign up to positive charge!  
Visit www.positivecharge.com.au or call 
9385 8555.

Did you see our yarn?
thank you to all the creative types who 
celebrated world environment Day at 
the creative sustainability event at  
st Kilda town hall. the exhibition, arts 
workshops, musical and dance 
performances, were popular - and the 
town hall felt much cosier in winter 
wrapped in colourful yarn-bombing.

for more information on any of  
these items, contact sustainable 
programs on 9209 6548 or  
enviro@portphillip.vic.gov.au

A million plus trees
hindmarsh landcare network celebrates its 16th annual tree planting weekend this year on 17 and 
18 august. over 16 years, participants have planted over one million trees in the hindmarsh region, a 
project that has seen many hectares reverted to native vegetation. over 200 volunteers are expected 
to join in the planting weekend at the little Desert nature lodge for two days of fun and hard work 
that will help revegetate and restore native vegetation on public and private land. for more 
information, visit www.hindmarshlandcare.org.au or call 0429 006 936.

Sunday shed session for blokes
the local men’s shed association has opened 
another workshop in a large shed on the 
premises of national storage in port 
Melbourne. there is now ample space for 
members to do their own and community 
projects, with additional facilities to be added 
as required. Morning tea facilities are available 
onsite. the new shed will be open every 
sunday morning. 

shed 30, national storage, corner 
williamstown road and salmon street,  
port Melbourne 
sunday mornings 9.30 am – 12.30 pm. 

More crafty connections

are you interested in stitching up some new friendships? how about trying patchwork quilting? a 
friendly group meet twice a month, alternating between afternoon and evenings.  professional 
guidance is provided so you don’t need to be an expert. all you need are a few ideas and some pieces 
of material, before you know it you will impressed by what you can do.  the cost is $10 and they 
have machines for use.

christ church community centre, 14 acland street, st Kilda 
Bookings are necessary, 9534 9250

Michele, rae and sarah enjoy quilting and a chat.

Thank you for telling us what you think of Divercity
in the april/May issue we ran a reader survey to see what you thought of our magazine. we received 
280 survey responses and it seems that you like us (excellent to good 87.3%). you thought paper 
ruled over online (91.2) and your favourite part was neighbourhood news (78.3%). thank you to 
those who took the time to help us provide a better community newsletter.  winners of the 
readings vouchers will be notified by mail.
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from assist
fyi 

How do I apply for a 
parking permit?
there have been some minor changes to 
identification requirements when you 
apply for residential, visitor or foreshore 
parking permits. council now allow 
primary and secondary iD for property.  
also, if you’re changing address within the 
city of port phillip you will now need to 
provide only one piece of iD to verify 
your new address. Visit the ‘get a  
parking permit’ page on our website  
at www.portphillip.vic.gov.au for  
more information or to obtain an 
application form.

How do I report a  
noise issue?
call assist on 9209 6777 if you need to 
report a noise issue. for more 
information on prescribed items and 
prohibited times, visit the epa website at 
www.epa.vic.gov.au

Dogs and cats 
council has a range of services and 
information relating to animals and pets. 
it also encourages responsible pet 
ownership. see council’s ‘policies and 
strategies’ page on our website for a 
current copy of the Domestic animal 
Management plan.

to get a map of the dog parks and 
reserves off leash areas, visit our website, 
call us or drop in to one of our  
town hall assist desks.

Neighbourhood disputes
the Dispute settlement centre of 
Victoria (DscV) is a division of the 
Victorian Department of Justice. DscV 
provides Victorians with a range of free, 
confidential dispute resolution services. 
using DscV services to resolve a dispute 
is often a cheaper, fairer and simpler 
alternative than taking disputes through 
the courts.

  9603 8370 
  1800 658 528 (toll free) 
  dscv@justice.vic.gov.au 

assist on 9209 6777, is the best 
number to call for information 
about council services or to let us 
know about a problem.

Survey about GLBTI needs
council, through the home and community care program (hacc), assists residents to remain 
independent in their own homes. services include support with housework, personal care, shopping, 
meals, respite for carers, social activities, community transport and property maintenance. the target 
group is the frail aged, people with disabilities and their carers. 

council is keen to develop knowledge and understanding of the needs of residents who identify as 
gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender or intersex (glBti). 

your participation in our confidential survey will assist us to plan and deliver our services.  
to participate online, visit www.portphillip.vic.gov.au/haveyoursay

for a hard copy of this survey, call Julie rooney on 9209 6436.

1.  How many of your neighbours do 
you know by name?

 a.  Zero (why bother? i’m never 
home anyway.)

 b. some
 c. Many
 d. Most

2.  When a new neighbour moves into 
your street/building, do you mostly

 a.  fail to notice
 b.  tell them about the problems you 

had with the previous neighbour
 c.  introduce yourself and welcome 

them
 d.  suggest they get a new resident’s 

kit from council and give some 
hints on local things to do

3.  If conflict arises with neighbours, 
do you mostly

 a.  leave harassing phone messages or 
anonymous notes

 b.  confront the neighbour with your 
concerns

 c.  bring up the issue calmly when you 
next see the neighbour

 d.  get to know the neighbour so you 
have a good understanding of each 
other’s needs

4.  When you hear of meetings or 
activities happening in the 
neighbourhood, do you

 a.  crumple up the notice and throw it 
in the bin

 b.  think about participating but not 
make it

 c. attend and positively participate
 d.  attend and encourage others to 

attend too

5.  When you are having a party, do you

 a. say every day is party
 b.  invite all your friends and their peeps 

on facebook
 c.  let your neighbours know about the 

party
 d.  make sure the party is well managed

score yourself
0 points for every a1 point for every B

2 points for every c3 points for every D
what kind of neighbour  are you?
0–3 points:  
you prefer isolation.4–7 points:  
you are an l plates neighbour.8–11 points: g’day neighbour.12–15 points:  you’ve got a lot to offer.

How would you rate yourself as a 
neighbour? Do you prefer to have 
high tea or high fences with those 
next door? Complete our fun 
questionnaire and give yourself  
a score.

Rate yourself as a neighbour




